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Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Cboirman: 

RECEIVED 
MAY 2 2 2003 

No.626 P.2 

We M writing to urge the Commission to glvc high priority to preserving and Promoring 
Hispanic media ownexship oppommities duhg the Commission's review of rk proposed mergm 
between Univision Communications and Hispanic Brondcrsting Corporadon, and to Lnltiate a 
rulemaHng on the qumion of whether tbc Hispanic mcdia marlier is a sap- mb fot tbc 
purposes of UIC Kc's pubUc htcrest analysis Of this mrgm of Similar mergers in the fu- 

As you know, OUT nation has a long-standing md fundmental commitment to mtndty 
participntlon m tbe brmdcast industry. The presence of a divsnity of voices, u c h  conhlbuting to 
our national discourse, io essential to the function of our drmvrcrrtiC society. Our c o r n  i s  that 
such diversity wlll be compromised by thc approval of this xccrga, which will aggnvm the 
alreadydiminished ranks of Hispanic media owners and create a burier to future growth of 
IIisp.nlc.owned rnedla. 

"his sphg is the 25' rnniversary of thc , & d s i o n ' s  1978 MbMrtty Owncrshfp P o k y  
Sfmement, whish both challenged new generations of minority paniclp.qnrs to enter the broadcast 
industry and helped makc such m k t  entry possible for most of today's minortty-owned 
broadcasters. Today, however, k a u s e  of the proliferation of modia mergers and the buyouts of 
rrdnorityy-owned biuadcasc stations by non-mincdry owned competitors, rhe plight of minority 
owned media i6 more discouraging now than it was a generation ago. 

b r o a d c ~ g  industry, has found that. since the introductlon of thc 1996 Telecommunication6 
Act, mlnorIty media ownership has fallen by 26 percenr. As of 2001, minorities owned only 3.8 
peraat of the full-power commuclal radio and television stations in the nation and only 1.9 
percent of TV stations. 

The Black Broadcasting Alliance. which promotes hmased minority participation in the 

The diversity of programming on non-minorityy-owncd media is commendable, but it i s  no 
answer to the problem of under-inclusion of minorities in the ownership pool. Minority bmaded.9~ 
0Wnersbip enhances d i m i t y  of viewpoint. respo~lvenws to minority communities. and ruincfity 
employmat in ttr. industry. A Caltfomir Institute of Technology study found that, nlthough non- 
mlnority ownen my provide piugrammhg targeted 10 minority audiences, minority owners are 
mom Hlnly 10 provide PTOgramming formnu of enterninment, news and d e r  programs that bmer 
sewe the specific, localized interests of minorlty audience6 in their communities. Actual minority 
ownership thus results in a significant in- in smsitlvity to tbc n e d  and wants of minority 
media audiences for enteminmnt and information. 

N2. of Cspies rec'd 0 
:.$!A n c 0 E 



. .  No.626 P.3 

2 

Hkpanic Ameriuar u e  now the lugert minaity p u p  In tb nation with over 35 mlllion 
people and almost 14 psrcsnt of the U.S. popuWon. Yet r&y. thhy ywrs a rhc fmr 
ndnoxity-0wm-d klevision station received its pamit. tbm i s  only a handful of Hispanic owned 
television stations In operation. Afra ld tslevihn dnagulation in 1999, minority tslevirion 
ownership hrs dropped from 33 to 20 rrabns md many of those statim ore cndangezed. Thsn 
have Lxa no minority television aquisitloor since 2ooO. 

propaiia of two non-Hirpmlc controllad colpartiaar, Qeu Channel (Hispanic Broadcace 
CMpOntion) and Univisioa The merger would bring together the ledhg Spani&bguagc 
television and ndio statim, yet neither company is mntrollsd by Hispanics. S p i f i c d y ,  we urge 
you to assess. carefully aad publicly. the impact of thin merger on campetition, indepcndcnt 
ownership and the public interest of local Hispanic communities acms  tho country. 

We LIT h f m  ew&dly ~ O n C e m c d  about t h ~  pmp~red of rhe Spaaish-lan- 

Approval of this merger would exacerbate an already rdous prablom: thc growing non- 
Hispanic conhd of Spanish-language media by two non-Iiispank contrclled corporadons. 
Control of almost 70 percent of Spanish-language medii revenue in thc ten major mk&, which 
comprise 65 patent of that endm market, would be vested m a singlo corpontlon with no 
Hirpnici in positions of control. Indeed. the pmporcd msrger would appear to placo conml of 
the mtitu nrulrhrg entity into the bands of a single non-HLpmis individual by virtue of his 
pmnsdan af'kuper vatit@' s& The vast and previously unuunined d i m s  of turthsr 
conralfdndng the Spanish-language medir marlrst, which in already kr more extensively 
cwrolld.rsd rhan the English-language media mulmt, under non-HLspanic lcldcnhip ne& to k 
thoroughly nnd publlcly reviewed before che Commission takes my Annl action on this rnauer, 

c u l m  and enrerrpinmant. The p p c d  merger would place, in one non-Hspdc cantrolled 
capomtion: 

The HLSPEUIC colmnunity dies  OD SpmiSh-wQe media f a  =WE, lnfOrmUioh 

The two largwt Spanich-hguago television networks; 
Tho lrvgcrt Spanish-langnags ndio campmy; 
The luges Spanish-language cable televisicm holdings; 
97 p m m t  of Spanish-language internet portal access: 
Dominance of Spanish-language publlahing; 
Dominance of Spanish-1anguy recwding: 
Dominance of Spanish-lmgurpe billboards and outdmr advertising: 
The only subrtantid Spmich-lmguage con& promtion company in the United 
States (jointly held by Clcar Charmel). 

If the Hl~pssiC mdia mvket k a separate and distinct one. tbtn such mmplete 
dominance of Spanish-language d a  by a single corpontlon of any kind would, obviously, 
have the sum negative implicaioes for HirpanLs is similu dominance OfEngli-languags 
rnedia by a aingle coponxion would have for tho gamal population. The kpamocnt of Justice 
bas rlrrrdy identified the Spanish-languaga radio nwkct as a sepmce and distincr ow, but tht  ii 
as fir as their analpis w c n ~  Ths evidence n y g ~ s  the same conclwion would apply to the 
Hlnpnic mcdla marker as a whole. Answering thia qwtlon. u yet powd by rhs Commission In 
any public mlcmking or procew, should prewde the Commirrion's final considunrion of mC 
proposed mcrgcr on its mcrirs. 

ID ita ongoing rcview of the FCC's ownaship mles, we doubt that tho Cmmkrion 
would conclude thnt lt would be in *e public inmost for one company controlled by one penon 
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to gain cmwl over English-language media IO the tunc degree that thk mcrpu would 
concentrate cwml of tha Hispanic msdh market in the proposed entity. We q c  the 
Commission Io give thc sam careful. dellboratc cowidention to Hiqank AmCricans and the 
unique mukat they comprise that it hrs given tbdr non-IFtspanic cormretpanr on merger Iraucr, 
rad not to rush lbrough a proms tbat mld 1 4  to tbc dominance of such a huge pucenfagc of 
Spanish-lanpage media by one C O ~ ~ M Y  comlled by non-Hlfpsnics, The nation's largest and 
iutsrt-gmwing minority should not be iubjeacd to a media congl-te that is far moio veniclllly 
integrated and greater in scale thaa would bc acceptable La Engl&h-kngnagc media 

Because of rhe continuing decline in then- of minority broadwt ownm. it Is 
esseacial to have a renewed examination lad publi debate about the impact of media 
conconmrion .ad the importance of minority ownership. The popo$ed magm bawm 
Univision and Hispanic Bmadcarting Corporation is m o p p m i t y  10 have that debate, 

This mergar is not in the public intemt. It doe8 not expand Hispanic ownership or 
bensfit Hispanic consunrers to combine these two non-Hjspic conwUed companies into one 
 large^ non-Hirpanic conaoUcd company with such a dDminzat share of the Spmish-language 
media market. 

For all these m o n s ,  we request tk Pcc to initiate a lulemalring procedure to demrnine 
whetha thc ?bpmic media market is a s c p v u t  market for the purposes of tk Commlssian'a 
publle hlurut analysis of the prqoscd merger .nd My fUMe I l i e r p S .  WC reqUWt M Well that 
the cOmrni5~icm delay any Arrther consideration of h e  proposed merger unUl the rulcmakln# has 
bwn completed. 

We hope that the commission shew our p a l 8  of prcveneing the current decline of 
Hispanic mcdir ownerahip and promotino community-orieated programming in thc Wirpanic 
marks brough policies that will encourago g r a t a  Hispanic media ownership In the future. We 
urge the Commirsion to weigh theae Iqomnt  Issues in the mllemaking we mquesr, and in icd 
s u b s q w t  decision on thc proposed mrga, 

With rcspcct and apprsiation, 

Sincdy,  

Edward M. $ndy Richard J. Dubm 

R O ~ M  c. scon 
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William D. Delnhunt 
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Muine Waun 

Linda Sanchca 


